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Minutes of Naburn Parish Council Annual Meeting and the Annual General Meeting 

held in the Reading Room, on Monday, 13th May 2019 

1. Present Ms S Gray  Mr V Phillips  Mr R Scruton  } 

   Mr A Bean  Mrs A Clark      } Councillors 

              

    J Balding        } Other Attendees 

   

2. Election of Officers 

Cllr Bean chaired the meeting in Cllr Gunson’s absence. 

Cllr Bean asked for volunteers to stand as Chairman, to which there was no response, the only comment  

was from Cllr Gray who asked if Cllr Gunson had indicated his willingness to continue to stand as 

Chairman for another year.  Cllr Bean confirmed this was the case, Cllr Clark then proposed Cllr Gunson 

for the position of Chairman and seconded by Cllr Scruton, the declaration of acceptance of office will be 

signed upon Cllr Gunson’s return. Cllr Gray then asked if Cllr Bean would be willing to accept the office 

of Vice Chairman, Cllr Bean confirmed he was willing to stand again.  Cllr Gray proposed Cllr Bean for 

the position of Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Clark and Cllr Bean signed the acceptance of office of 

Vice Chairman. Both forms will be forwarded to CoYC upon Cllr Gunson’s return.  

 

3. Apologies: Mr L Gunson   Mr J Jefferson  Ms K Lamb  Mr K Atkinson Cllr C Vassie 

 Mr P Ashworth 

     

4.  Declaration of Interests 

At this point, members are asked to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they may have in 

the business on the Agenda. 

Cllr S Gray is a member of the village hall committee and association with Church.  Cllr A Clark 

Governor at village school.  Cllr Phillips association with the Sailing Club. 

 

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council Annual meeting & Annual General meeting held on Monday, 14th May 

2018 had been signed as a true and accurate record on 23.07.18.  Copies displayed on PC Website and 

hard copies in the information kiosk. 

  

6. Chairman’s Report : 2018/2019 

  Cllr Bean read the Chairman’s report to the meeting:  

This last year has been another successful year for Naburn Parish Council.  We have had a full and active 

team of Councillors and when we last had a vacancy on the Council, it was very gratifying that we had 

multiple candidates applying.  According to recent national news reports, this is not a typical scenario as 

many Parish Councils are struggling for volunteers, with several folding and having to be taken over by 

the District Council or Unitary Authority.  I believe that our focus on our mission statement is one of the 

key reasons that we are successful and so I would just like to take this opportunity to remind everyone – it 

is to improve the life of our residents by providing excellent facilities by maintaining the village in good 

order and by creating a sense of pride and community. 

During this last year, we have completed our programme of improvements of the Reading Room by 

replacing the windows and guttering and creating a very attractive front garden with bench.  The bus 

shelter has been well maintained and the new notice board completed.  The war memorial has been 

cleaned, the village green was planted with geraniums during the summer and a tree erected at Christmas.  

The defibrillator was used for the first time and saved a gentleman’s life. 

Processes have been updated as new legislation has been brought in, such as GDPR, and all our internal 

documents including the Standing Orders, Planning Procedures and Emergency Plan have or are being 

updated.  The Village Design Statement is nearing completion and the Parish Council website and email 

system is now working well. 

The Parish Council has responded to a high number of planning applications this year, including a 

hydroelectric scheme at the Locks, the Oakdale scheme next to the Designer Outlet and a number of 

property extensions and infills.   
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Minutes of Naburn Parish Council Annual Meeting and the Annual General Meeting 

held in the Reading Room, on Monday, 13th May 2019 

6. Chairman’s Report : 2018/2019 cont’d 

Our frustration continues with the City of York Planning Enforcement who seem unbelievably slow in 

responding to a number of our concerns.  There also seems to be a growing sense of confusion amongst 

the Parish Council as to the consistency shown by the City of York Planning over a number of recent 

decisions in the village and I believe it may be appropriate to request a discussion with the Planning 

Officer at one of our future meetings to help clarify the situation. 

The Village Emergency Team have undertaken a dry run exercise with the City of York Council and the 

Environment Agency, but the Village Flood Group are concerned that despite their efforts over many 

years and the completion of the Feasibility Report, funding may not now be made available for any form 

of flood protection because the cost would significantly outweigh the financial benefits as set down by 

HM Treasury.  Further meetings are planned. 

We are hopeful of a 40mph limit at the northern approach to the village, we are awaiting detailed plans for 

the footpath crossing just north of the old railway bridge on the B1222 and we have supported the local 

bus service and it’s very recent change of operator.  Sadly, dog fouling has caused much debate 

throughout the year and we hope our plans will bring this antisocial behaviour to an end. 

I would like to conclude by thanking all the Councillors who give their time, effort and skill completely 

voluntarily to improve village life, to our wonderful Clerk, Jenny, who despite a serious illness works 

tirelessly for us, but finally this year to Steve Boyne who has decided to step down this year after giving 

years of superb service to the village.  His knowledge, experience, hard work and wisdom will be sorely 

missed. 

Councillor Scruton wished his thanks for the Chairman’s hard work over the past year be recorded, the 

other Councillors present agreed unanimously.  

 

7. Financial Statement as at 31st March 2018 

The Annual Governance report circulated to all Cllrs, was approved and signed by the Chairman at the 

Extraordinary Planning / Finance meeting held on 16th April 2019. 

 

Mr Richard Cockroft completed the internal audit 17th April 2019. 

 

Cllr Bean signed the Audit Accounting Statement 2018/2019 and the Cash Book showing receipts and 

payments (as recorded on the circulated balance sheet) on behalf of the Chairman.  

 

All completed financial documents will be displayed on the Parish Council’s website, the Notice of Public 

Rights will be completed and hard copies displayed giving details of where the full Accounting 

Statements can be inspected. 

 

8. Matters Arising 

 No matters arising from the above. 

  

 

 There being no other business, the meeting closed at 7.30p.m. 

 

 

 

 Chairman: ………………………..…. 

 

 Date: ………………………………... 


